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Problem Tree Description
The final problem tree didn't have many problems from Finland's version of problem tree. We didn't feel many of those problems familiar so we analysed those problems we found from final problem tree. We also try to analyse why some of the problems don't occur in our organisation.

From our point of view the main problem in working with students with special needs is that student doesn't feel empowered. That can happen if in the beginning student applies for a wrong education. The reason for that may be that student is getting information about the highlights of the profession rather than realistic picture about the vocation he is choosing. Usually student doesn't have experience from working life in advance because society doesn't provide opportunities from working life before vocational studies. The structure of society, rules and regulations have changed (industrial vs. informational society). Also education before vocational studies isn't experimental enough for our students with special needs.

If student doesn't acknowledge his goals for a future he may apply to a wrong education. It may happen if student has got "too much" guidance and services and has been guided to be helpless and doesn't understand basic structures of society. The fact that our students have special needs can increase that problem (e.q Phenomenon Asperger Syndrome).

Student might feel unempowered if personnel don't recognise ones need of guidance. Sometimes it is hard to find proper tools and methods which are suitable for individuals needs. Students have several different needs of guidance and support (mental disability, sexual abuse, drug misuse, problems in taking care of him/herself in daily living; and combinations of these which are mentioned). Problems are complex and that makes difficult for personnel to see the wholeness of things. Sometimes it is challenging to find out the core problem through all (cause/effect). If student doesn't feel empowered it might be difficult for him to reach the goal of getting a good and independent life. 
Different problems, why?

In many 'problems' in the problem tree were mentioned parents' role in giving knowledge about professions and training to student. The role without a doubt is significant but might be a little different because our target group is students with special needs. However many of our students have got services from society through out their life. So when vocational studies are in question many services are given to the student/ applicant (study guidance at school, labour force counselling, orientation period financially provided by society).

In addition to counselling services society provides services to our students also in financial way. Each student gets financial support every month (student allowance, disability allowance, vocational rehabilitation allowance etc). Studying is free of charge so as accommodation (boarding school) and lunch (defined in Vocational Education and Training Act (630/1998). That is also the reason why financial difficulties or inequality doesn't drop anybody from applying or getting into our school.

Some of the problems were mentioning students' gender affecting in getting in training. Those services and training we are providing to our students are meant for individuals with special needs. In general there are professions which attract other gender more but gender is not criteria for getting in training. Students are getting guidance equally.
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